
making connections between the sounds 

of our spoken words and the letters that 

are used to write them down.

Phonics is:



Phonic Session 

• Revisit and review – involves speedy sounds recap, reading words 
we have read before, reading tricky words

• Teach and practise new content – learn a new 
phoneme/grapheme, read words containing the new grapheme

• Practise and apply knowledge of the new grapheme by reading a 
sentence and writing words/sentences



Reception  



Expectations 



Blending to read words



Pronunciation of the phonemes 



Tricky words



Ways to help at home



Reading and spelling



Reading and spelling





• Say the word.

• Segment the sounds.

• Count the sounds.

• Write them down.

Spelling



Letter Formation 



• https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-
parents/

Resources to help at home



Reading Practice Sessions 



Repeated Practice 
Reading practice sessions are: 
Session One – time to decode and read the books 
Session Two – re-read and develop the children’s prosody (ability to 
read fluently and with expression) 
Session Three – re-read and develop comprehension of the text 
read
Breaking the sessions down like this ensures children’s working 
memory isn’t overloaded. In addition, it allows children repetitive 
practise to apply their letters and sounds learnt in the direct phonic 
sessions. 



Reading at home



Research shows that:

…reading a book and chatting had a positive 
impact a year later, on children’s ability to…

• understand words and sentences

• use a wide range of vocabulary

• develop listening comprehension skills.

…the amount of books children were exposed to 
by age 6 was a positive predictor of their reading 
ability two years later.

The most important thing you can 
do is read with your child

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills: A five-year longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J



Books going home

Individual  Practice 
Book 

Sharing Book 



• Your child should be able to read 
their book without your help.

• If they can’t read a word read it to 
them.

• Talk about the book and celebrate 
their success.

Listening to your child read their phonics book



The shared book is for YOU to read:
• Make the story sound as exciting as you can by 

changing your voice.

• Talk with your child as much as you can:

o Introduce new and exciting language

o Encourage your child to use new vocabulary

oMake up sentences together

o Find different words to use

oDescribe things you see.

Read to your child



One of the greatest gifts adults can 

give is to read to children 
Carl Sagan


