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Wednesday 9th December 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
School Christmas Holiday Update 
 
You may have heard or read the news that the Department for Education made an announcement 
yesterday afternoon regarding the potential early closure of schools for Christmas.  They 
announced that schools may close on Thursday 17th December and staff continue to work that day 
on their training schedule.  This announcement came only a few days before the end of the 
autumn term. 
 
I have considered this announcement carefully, taking advice from senior leaders and staff within 
our school, as well as having lots of late-night conversations with other headteachers from Sale 
schools.   
 
I have come to the conclusion that we will remain open on Friday 18th December, breaking up 
for Christmas at the normal staggered pick up times we have all got used to this term.   
 
If we were to close a day early, those of you expecting to work on the last day of term, would be 
placed in a very difficult situation by such a late governmental decision.  If we were to close early, 
we would need to make up the lost teaching day at some point in the year, and the only way to do 
that would be to eat in to an existing holiday period. I am not prepared to do that as this then starts 
to disrupt holiday options (if we have any) for you and the staff.   
 
I am afraid I have become used to extremely late decisions from our government, which frankly 
are unhelpful and often confusing.  As I think I have said before, schools and parents need clarity 
and hopefully by making the decision I have, we all have a level of clarity regarding our finish date. 

 
Yours 

 

Mr. C. Searle 


