
Worthington Primary School 
Worthington Road, Sale, Cheshire, M33 2JJ 

Tel: 0161 973 3504 
Fax: 0161 976 3210 

 

Headteacher: Mr C N Searle 
admin@worthingtonprimary.co.uk 

“We Only Reach for The Highest” 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Wednesday 30th September 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 

We all know how fluid the current Covid-19 situation has become, and following the 
government’s publication of a new list of agreed Key Workers earlier this week, I 
thought it prudent to work through this new list with you all. 
 
Although I have not been informed of the need for a partial school closure by the 
government, I do want to do all I can to prepare the school for this eventuality.  
 
If at any point the country reaches Level 4 readiness, it will probably mean school 
closures across England.  It is my understanding that if this was to happen, school 
would remain open (if it can) for those children the government classifies as 
vulnerable: 

Vulnerable children and young people include those who: 

• are assessed as being in need under section 17 of the Children Act 1989, 
including children and young people who have a child in need plan, a child 
protection plan or who are a looked-after child 

• have an education, health and care (EHC) plan 

• have been identified as otherwise vulnerable by educational providers or local 
authorities (including children’s social care services), and who could therefore 
benefit from continued full-time attendance, this might include: 

• children and young people on the edge of receiving support from children’s 
social care services 

• adopted children 

• those living in temporary accommodation, those who are young carers 

• those who may have difficulty engaging with remote education at home (for 
example due to a lack of devices or quiet space to study) 

• others at the provider and local authority’s discretion 

 
 

In addition, school would also remain open for those children whose parents are 
‘Critical Workers’ as outlined below: 



Critical workers 
Parents whose work is critical to the coronavirus (COVID-19) response include those 
who work in health and social care and in other key sectors outlined in the following 
sections. 
 

Health and social care 
This includes, but is not limited to, doctors, nurses, midwives, paramedics, social 
workers, care workers, and other frontline health and social care staff including 
volunteers; the support and specialist staff required to maintain the UK’s health and 
social care sector; those working as part of the health and social care supply chain, 
including producers and distributors of medicines and medical and personal 
protective equipment. 
 

Education and childcare 
This includes: 

• childcare 

• support and teaching staff 

• social workers 

• specialist education professionals who must remain active during the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) response to deliver this approach 

 

Key public services 
This includes: 

• those essential to the running of the justice system 

• religious staff 

• charities and workers delivering key frontline services 

• those responsible for the management of the deceased 

• journalists and broadcasters who are providing public service broadcasting 
 

Local and national government 
This only includes: 

• those administrative occupations essential to the effective delivery of the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) response 

• or delivering essential public services, such as the payment of benefits, 
including in government agencies and arm’s length bodies 

 

Food and other necessary goods 
This includes those involved in food: 

• production 

• processing 

• distribution 

• sale and delivery 

• as well as those essential to the provision of other key goods (for example 
hygienic and veterinary medicines) 

 

Public safety and national security 
This includes: 

• police and support staff 



• Ministry of Defence civilians 

• contractor and armed forces personnel (those critical to the delivery of key 
defence and national security outputs and essential to the response to the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak) 

• fire and rescue service employees (including support staff) 

• National Crime Agency staff 

• those maintaining border security, prison and probation staff and other 
national security roles, including those overseas 

 

Transport 
This includes those who will keep the air, water, road and rail passenger and freight 
transport modes operating during the coronavirus (COVID-19) response, including 
those working on transport systems through which supply chains pass. 
 

Utilities, communication and financial services 
This includes: 

• staff needed for essential financial services provision (including but not limited 
to workers in banks, building societies and financial market infrastructure) 

• the oil, gas, electricity and water sectors (including sewerage) 

• information technology and data infrastructure sector and primary industry 
supplies to continue during the coronavirus (COVID-19) response 

• key staff working in the civil nuclear, chemicals, telecommunications 
(including but not limited to network operations, field engineering, call centre 
staff, IT and data infrastructure, 999 and 111 critical services) 

• postal services and delivery 

• payments providers 

• waste disposal sectors 
 
 
In order to ascertain the demand for places at school in the eventuality of a partial 
lockdown, I am asking all parents to respond to this letter as soon as possible. 
 

What do I need to do now? 
 
Please complete the slip attached to this letter and return it to our admin email: 
 
admin@worthingtonprimary.co.uk 
 
by Friday 9th October with scanned proof of your role in the organisation you work 
for.  In this way, I can determine the staffing levels required in the event of a partial 
closure due to lockdown. 
 
I am sorry to ask many of you to do this for the second time in six months but many 
of you may have changed roles since then and we also have many more new 
parents in our school family. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:admin@worthingtonprimary.co.uk


Please complete the Critical Worker List and return to school by Friday 9th 
October. 
 
 

Critical Worker Type Your Role Proof 
scanned and 
sent to 
school 
(please tick) 

Health and Social Care 
 
 

  

Education and Childcare 
 
 

  

Key Public Services 
 
 

  

Local and National  
Government 
 

  

Food and Other 
Necessary Goods 
 

  

Public Safety and National 
Security 
 

  

Transport 
 
 

  

Utilities, Communication 
and Financial Services 
 

  

 
 
 

Yours 

 

Mr. C. Searle 

 


